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anthorities for the rights of citizens of the
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way or In the dighiset degres e made cos-
tingent wpon the conduet of any cther govers-
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“To thie note of the Gth of May the Imperial
German goverament made no reply.

WITHDRAW ABSURANCES |

“On ke Zim of January, the Wednesday of
I1be present week, the German asmbassador
handed 0o the secretary of stale, along withk a
formal note, & memorandum which contained
e following statement -

“"The Imperial government therefore does
ROt doubt that the government of the United
Malen will understand the situstion thes foresed
wpon Germany by the entente allies’ brutal
methods of war and by thelr determination to
Geatroy the exntral powers and that the govern-
ment of the United #ates will further realize
that the now openily disclosed intentions of the
entente allles gives back to Germany the free-
dom of action which is reserved In its note ad-
dressed 1o the government of the United States
on May 4, 1916,

“Under these circumstances Germaany will
meet the lllegal measures of her enem'es by
foreibly preventing after February 1, 1917, in
& zone around Oreat Britain, Prance and Naly
and In the esstern Mediterranean, all naviga-
tion, that of neutrals included, from and to Eng-
land and from aod o Fraoee, ete., ete. All ships
met within the zone will be sunk.’

“T think that you will agree with me that, in
view of this declarstion, which suddenly and
without prior Intimation of any kind, deliber-
ately withdraws the solemn assurance given in
the Iimperial goveroment's note of the 4th of
May, 1916, this government had no alternative
consistent with the dignity and honor of the
Upited States, but to take the course which, In
I8 note of the 15th of Aprl), 1918, It announced
that It would take in the event that the German
government did not declare and effect an aban-
donment of the methods of submarine warfare
which it was then emuluyl,’:s and to which It now
purposes again to resort.’

RELATIONS ARE SBEVERED

“I have, therefore, directed the secretary of
slate 10 announce to his excellency, the German
smbassador, that all diplomatic relations be-
tween the United States and the German em-
pire are severed, and that the American am-
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“We do 20t desfpe any Rostile roafict with
18 lmperial German gorerament Y e are the
tincsre friends of the GCermas pe0is 3z sara-
extly desire o remals at pesce with the gZovers-
ment whiek speaks for them. We shall sot be-
leve that they are Rostile 10 us gniews sad we-
ﬁlveueﬂﬁzﬁhhﬁneﬂ;aﬂtem
Retking more thax the reasonable defense of 1he
ssdoubted rights of our pecpie. We wish to
serve no seifish ends. We seck merely 0 stand
tree alike in 'hought and iz artion to the jmo-
memorial principles of our pecple, whick [ kave
soughi 1o express in my address Lo the semate
only 1wo weelks ago—seek merely to vindicatle
oSy right to liberty and justics azd 23 un-mo-
leated Yfe. These are the bases of peace. not
war. God grant that we may not be ctallengsd
1o defend them by acts of willfzl injustice on
the part of the government of Germany’™

TEXT OF PRESIDENT WILSON'S INVITATION
TO NEUTRALS

American diplemats to announce the break with
Germany to the governments o which they are
accredited. It was contaliped in the following
note:

“You will immediately notify the govern-
ment to which you are accredited that the
United States, bhecause of the German govern-
ment’s recent announcement of its intention to
renew unrestricted submarine warfare, bas no
cholce but to follow the course laid down in
its note of April 18, 1918 {the Sussex note).

“It has, therefore, recalled the American am-
bassador from Berlin and has delivered pass-
ports o the German ambassador to the United
Blates, =

“SBay also that the President is reluctant to
helieve Germany actually will carry out her
threat against neutral commerce, but if it be
done the President will ask congress to author-
ize use of the natiénal. power to protect Amer-
ican citizens engaged in their peaceful and
lawful #rrands cn the seas. ‘

“The course taken I8, In the President's
view, entirely in conformity with the principles
he enunciated in his address to the senate Jan.

22 (the address proposicg a world league for
peace),

"He believes 1t will make for the peace of

the world if other neutral powers can find it
possible to take similar action.
“Report fully and immediate'y nn
ception of this announcement ar
Buggestion as to similar action.”
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and passengers on the same ship Foumb we
can withdraw protection from Americas ot
zens who are willing to jeopardize 12& 23
tion’s peace by traveling as seamen witk e
traband on American or neutral vesssis Fifil,
we can, If necessary, keep all American vessel
out of the danger zome for the present . jusl
as the mayor of a city keeps citizens i3 thefr
homes when a mob is in possession of ihe sret
Sixth, congress, which has exclusive ¢ - <
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Other alternatves are likely to be s *f_if‘:‘:
unprecedented situation. The most :::-?o'_‘;‘?:
thing is that the officials at Washingion sial
know that the people at home protest ._.x;n«_:;
entering this war on either side wia =
frightful expenditure of blood and
that they are mot willing to send A=

soldiers across the Atlantic to march o die e
banner of any European monarch or 10 @€ 77
European soil in settlement of Europsat 5%
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rels; and that they are not willing ‘;.r
der the opportunity’to render a suprems o e
to the world as a friend of all and peacs
when peace is possible. U
Wire immediately to the PT?‘:J*‘; i
senators and your congressmen. 2 ° et
now may save many dollars in !a¥a:
possibly a son.
(Bigned)
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